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MOSES 1: THE ViSION OF MOSES — TEXT AND COMMENTARY

33 And worlds without number have I created; and I also created them for mine own pur-
pose; and by the Son I created them, which is mine Only Begotten.

34 And the first man of all men have I called Adam, which is many.

19. And I heard a great voice, bearing record from heav’n,
“He’s the Savior, and only begotten of God—

By him, of him, and through him, the worlds were all made,
Even all that career in the heavens so broad,

20. Whose inhabitants, too, from the first to the last,
Are savd by the very same Savior of ours;
And, of course, are begotten God’s daughters and sons,

By the very same truths, and the very same pow’rs.”*!

by the Son. OT2 reads “by the same”**? The change to “by the Son” was first made in the
1843 Times and Seasons publication.®

34 a Adam, which is many. Draper, et al.’®* conclude that the phrase “which is many” could

mean one of three things: 1. that Adam is the first man of all men among all the worlds God
has created; 2. that Adam is the name given to the first man on each of the many worlds God
has created;*® or, 3. that there are many descendants of Adam on this earth.**

The name “Adam” occurs in several Semitic languages. Westermann accepts a derivation
from the Arab term adim meaning “skin” or “surface;” thus simultaneously conveying the
idea of the skin of the human being (adam) and the surface of the earth (adamah).’*’” The
motif associating Adam with the earth is found in several places in the book of Moses—for
example, Adam is made from the dust of the ground,*® it is later cursed because of him,**
and he will return to it when he dies.””® Whitlock also points out the association between
the red earth and red blood (Hebrew dam)—blood being a condition of mortality.*’”! He
observes that there may be “something symbolic in the joining of the mortal/of-the-blood
(Adam) with the living Eve (Hebrew havvah = “life”) to produce living offspring, that tran-
scends earthly life and is echoed in reverse in the Nativity”*’> Taking a cue from Moses
1:34, Nibley sees “many” as one connotation of the Egyptian name Afum, citing studies that
define it to mean “both the creator [‘the ancient one’] and ‘the [collective] sum of all future
beings’... ‘all embracing; ‘the sum of everything’.. or the uniting of many in one, combining

all preexistent beings in a single archetype who thereby represents all beings thereafter.*’?

In Abraham 1:3, the word Adam is associated with the idea of his being a “first father*’* The
1981 edition of the Pearl of Great Price corrected a portion of the text in this verse. It was
given previously as “the first man, who is Adam, our first father,” but in 1981 was amended
to read “the first man, who is Adam, or first father” Note that Eve is similarly referred to in
Moses 4:26 as the “first of all women,” and that Nephi refers to Adam and Eve as our “first
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